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CLARE HOUSE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

SPELLING POLICY 

 

Introduction 

“Is spelling caught or taught? For the majority of children, reading extensively is 

not sufficient to secure accurate spelling; spelling must be taught explicitly and 

systematically.” Spellings Year 3 to 6: Following the Guidance given by the National 

Strategies ‘Support for Spelling’, Julie Marriott (2010) 

 

At Clare House, we firmly believe that good spelling is an essential life skill that 

allows the children to communicate their understanding across the curriculum and in 

wider public life. In order for pupils to develop into effective and confident writers, 

they need to understand and use a range of spelling strategies. By providing the 

children with different strategies we equip them with the independence to attempt 

spellings before asking an adult for help. 

We particularly want the children to develop a love of language and the confidence 

to spell more challenging and ambitious words. By allowing them opportunities to 

develop a rich and exciting vocabulary in this way, children will be able to spend less 

time thinking about the process of spelling, allowing them to put more time and 

energy into the skills of composition, sentence structure and precise word choice 

making them more creative, fluent and imaginative writers.  

Aims and objectives 

• To develop and teach the children to use a range of effective spelling 

strategies; 85% of the English spelling system is predictable so the key to 

supporting the children to become confident spellers lies in teaching 

strategies and spelling conventions in a systematic and explicit manner 

following on the principles of phonic development. 

• To promote a positive and confident attitude towards spelling. 

• To help children to learn different spelling patterns and investigate new 

spelling rules. 

• To encourage creativity and the use of more ambitious vocabulary in their 

writing. 

• To enable children to write independently. 

• To enhance proof-reading and editing skills. 

• To help children to use a range of dictionaries and spell checks effectively. 
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• To provide equal opportunities for all children to become an effective speller 

 

 

Key words 

The National Curriculum 2014 outlines expectations for spelling from Year 1 to Year 

6 including common exception words. Appendix 1 shows how we have allocated these 

statutory words and spelling rules to specific year groups in the Clare House Spelling 

Progression Document. In addition words relevant to the children’s topic learning will 

be sent home at the beginning of every topic and will form the spelling test for that 

week (Key Stage 2). The words chosen for this should be useful and transferable to 

other subject areas. 

Approaches to teaching and learning 

EYFS and Key Stage One 

In EYFS and Key Stage One, our children follow a high quality synthetic phonics 

teaching programme, Sounds Write. It is a highly structured approach to teaching 

children how to read and spell. Our phonics teaching makes strong links between 

blending for reading, and segmenting for spelling and handwriting. We encourage all 

of our children to apply their phonics knowledge when spelling. Children in Reception 

and Year 1 receive daily phonics sessions with the national phonics screening check 

taken individually by all children in Year 1. It is designed to give teachers and 

parents information on how children are progressing in phonics.  It assesses phonics 

skills and knowledge learned through Reception and Year 1 and is made up of a 

combination of real words and pseudo (alien) words.  The check takes place in June 

and usually takes around 5-10 minutes.  

Children in Year 2 continue with phonics and practise their spellings daily through 

explicit spelling lessons and handwriting sessions. There is a focus on a different 

phonetic sound and spelling rule taught each week.  

From Year 1, the children will be encouraged to learn the first 100 high frequency 

words for their year group with the aim of knowing the first 300 high frequency 

words by the end of KS1.  Children use a combination of their phonetic knowledge 

alongside other strategies to learn how to spell these words.  

Children in Years 1 and 2 will be expected to know the statutory words for their 

year groups as outlined in the Clare House Spelling Progression Document. In Year 2, 
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children will be given spelling homework each week where they can identify a spelling 

pattern and apply it in the context of a sentence. 

 

 

 

 

KS2 

In Key Stage 2, our focus on teaching spelling embraces the knowledge of phonetic 

spelling patterns, spelling conventions and rules. We promote the learning of spelling 

through the use of multi-sensory strategies including exploring the morphology and 

etymology of words (see Spelling Strategies below). Our teaching of spelling includes 

statutory words, high frequency words, personal and topic spelling. 

Our pupils use a Spelling Journal, which provides opportunities for children to record 

their learning, refer back to previous spellings and enables us to share pupils’ 

learning with their parents. 

As children progress through Key Stage 2, it is expected that the majority of 

children will have a secure understanding of phonics and will increasingly use 

morphology, etymology plus a range of other strategies to support their spelling. 

Phonics does however continue to be an important strategy to use when spelling new 

words and is consolidated through the teaching of spelling, reading and handwriting. 

Teachers will be aware of spelling patterns taught throughout the school so that 

rules can be consolidated and built on. 

In Key Stage 2, spelling is taught at least twice a week in dedicated sessions with 

additional opportunities to practise during handwriting sessions and writing across 

the curriculum. The teacher will introduce that week’s spelling rule or phonics 

pattern, giving the children the opportunity to practise their spelling words during 

the session using a variety of strategies (see Strategies outlined below). 

A typical learning sequence is as follows: 

Revise 

Revisit and re-activate previous learning 

Teach 
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Introduce the new concept/spelling rule 

Explain 

Model 

Investigate 

Practise 

Paired/individual/group work 

Apply/assess 

Demonstrate understanding through application in daily writing. 

Spelling lessons are taught to meet the needs of all learners, with a key focus on 

paired/individual whiteboard work, games and investigations in which the children 

play a vital role in their own learning. 

A word of the week is chosen and displayed in class weekly.  

Homework and tests 

Children in Year 3 will be given a weekly homework sheet where they can identify 

words with the given spelling pattern or rule and apply this to their own sentences.  

Years 4-6 are given a list of 10 words to learn every Friday (with the exception of 

Year 6, who will be given 20 words and tested on 10). They will be tested the 

following Friday. Their tests will be completed in their Spelling Journals and marked, 

with any misspelt words highlighted. The journals will be sent home over the 

weekend so that parents can be kept up-to-date with their child’s progress in 

spelling. The Spelling Journals and tests will form part of a ‘working dictionary’ for 

the children to refer back to over the year so that they can revise and revisit any 

words they found challenging. Spelling Journals must be back in school for reference 

between Monday and Friday. 

During the test, the teacher will say the word, put the word in a sentence and say 

the word again. The words will be mixed up in a different order to the order they 

were sent home to check thorough understanding. 

At the end of every half term, teachers will carry out a spot check of words learnt 

throughout the six weeks to monitor progress and understanding. This may include a 

list of words read out in sentences or dictated passages. 

Spelling strategies 
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The teaching and learning of phonics and the correspondence between letters and 

their sounds underpin all of the spelling strategies across the school. Alongside the 

Sounds Write programme, we endeavour to teach a range of spelling strategies in 

order to appeal to a variety of learning styles. These include: 

• The study of word origin (etymology) - if a child knows that the root word ‘bio’ 

is Greek for ‘life’ and that ‘graph/graphy’ is Greek for ‘written’, this will help 

them to decode, spell and understand the meaning of words such as 

‘biography’. 

• Morphology – understanding that parts of the word carry and change meaning 

(e.g. root words, prefixes, suffixes). 

• Say, look, cover, write, check – allowing the children to build up a mental image 

of how the word looks. 

• Learning different spelling patterns and investigating new spelling rules. 

• Identifying syllables in words in order to break the word down. 

• Identifying base words e.g. smile – smiling – smiled. 

• Analogy - Using words already known to help spell new words e.g. could, would,  

 

should. 

• Mnemonics - making up sentences to help remember the spelling of a word. 

• Drawing around the word to find the shape. 

• Words without vowels. 

• Memorable ‘silly sentences’. 

• Finding words within words. 

• Using word banks, dictionaries and thesauruses. 

• Linking handwriting to spelling in order to develop a visual memory to aid 

spelling. 

• Writing spelling words in different colours or in different shapes to embed 

learning along with other strategies outlined in the Spelling Menu (Appendix 

2). 

Marking 

Spellings are marked consistently across the curriculum.  A misspelt word is 

underlined with the letters ‘sp’ circled beside. The word is written correctly at the 

bottom of the piece of writing (see marking policy). The children then re-write it 

three times underneath using the ‘Say, Look, Cover, Check, Write’ strategy. No more 

than three words should be corrected per piece of writing; teachers should identify 

high frequency words to correct. If the teacher feels it is more beneficial for the 

child to look up the word in a dictionary, they may do this. 

Assessment 
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Spellings in independent writing, evidence in Spelling Journals and evidence from 

half-termly ‘spot checks’ of words will form the basis of a teacher’s assessment of 

spelling. Teachers will feed back to children through regular written or verbal 

comments. As part of the end of Key Stage 2 testing, the children in Year 6 will 

undertake the Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar test. 

 

Monitoring and evaluation 

This policy has been developed through consultation with staff, subject leader, Head 

Teacher and governing body. The subject leader will evaluate the work achieved, 

identify areas for development, resource needs and moderate standards across the 

school. The class teachers also have a key role in monitoring and evaluating the 

teaching and learning taking place in their class. 

 

Appendices 

1: Clare House spelling Progression Document 

2: Spelling Menu 
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Appendix 1 

 

 

Spelling Progression Document 

Reception 

• Sounds Write Initial Code – Units 1-11, includes some polysyllabic words 

• Key sounds identified from Extended Code Units 1-20  

• Common Words – 

2 and VCC U8 6 in VC U2 10 it VC U1 14 on VC U2 

18 at VC U1 20 but CVC U5 21 that CVC U11 22 with CVC U11  

25 can CVC U3 27 up VC U5 28 had CVC U4 34 this CVC U11  

36 went CVCC U8 41 not CVC U2 42 then CVC U11 48 mum CVC U5  

50 them CVC U11 54 dad CVC U4 55 big CVC U3 56 when CVC U11  

57 it’s VCC U8 64 will CVC U7 66 back CVC U11 67 from CCVC U9  

69 him CVC U3 71 get CVC U4 72 just CVCC U8 77 got CVC U3  

91 if VC U4 92 help CVCC U8 96 off VC U7 100 an VC U2 

 

• Teach according to Sounds Write programme alongside associated unit unless 

need beforehand 

• In each group focused intervention for those BAR 
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Year 1 

• Week 1 – review of initial code – unit 10 word structures 

• Review Unit 11 + polysyllabic words 

• Key sounds identified from Extended code 1-25 

• Revision for phonics tests focusing on key sounds and alien words 

• Common words – linked to correct unit and as indicated in the statutory 

requirements 

 

the 

a 

no 

go 

so 

do 

here 

there 

where 

of 

ask 

are 

said 

says 

one 

once 

I 

you 

your 

they 

to 

today 

by 

my 

love 

come 

some 

were 

was 

is 

put 

push 

pull 

full 

his 

has 

house 

friend 

school 

be 

he 

me  

she 

we 

our 

 

Spelling prefixes and suffixes (No 1)  

Words ending -y (/i:/ or /ɪ/         

very, happy, funny, party, family (Extended code 29) 

Adding the prefix -un       

unhappy, undo, unload, unfair, unlock 

Adding the endings -ing, -ed and -er to verbs    

hunting, hunted, hunter, buzzing, buzzed, buzzer, jumping, jumped, jumper 

Adding -er and -est to adjectives             

grander, grandest, fresher, freshest, quicker, quickest 

The /v/ sound at the end of words         

have, live, give 

Adding s and es to words             

cats, dogs, spends, rocks, thanks, catches 

The sounds /f/, /l/, /s/, /z/ and /k/ spelt ff, ll, ss, zz and ck       

off, well, miss, buzz, back 

The /ŋ/ sound spelt n before k          

bank, think, honk, sunk 

Words ending in tch             

catch, fetch, kitchen, notch, hutch 
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Spelling (No 2) 

• Spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught 

• Know the names of the letters of the alphabet (must be taught before 

extended code for ease of spelling) 

• Name the letters of the alphabet in order 

• Spell the days of the week 

• Know consonant spellings ph and wh e.g. dolphin, alphabet, phonics, elephant 

when, where, which, wheel, while 

• Use k for the /k/ sound e.g. Kent, sketch, kit, skin, frisky 

• Divide words into syllables e.g. pocket, rabbit, carrot, thunder, sunset 

• Compound words e.g. football, playground, farmyard, bedroom, black 
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Year 2 

• Recap of previously taught Sounds Write Extended Code units 1-25  

• Additional graphemes not previously taught from Extended Code Units 14-25  

Writing Transcription Spelling No 1 Prefixes and Suffixes 

The /ɹ/ sound spelt wr at the beginning of words 

Write, written, wrote, wrong, wrap 
 
The /n/ sound spelt kn and (less often) gn at the beginning of words 
Knock, know, knee, gnat, gnaw 
 
The /dʒ/ sound spelt as ge and dge at the end of words, and sometimes spelt as g 
elsewhere in words before e, i and y 
Badge, edge, bridge, dodge, fudge, age, huge, change, charge, bulge,  
 
The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt -le at the end of words 
Table, apple, bottle, little, middle 
 
The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt -el at the end of words 
Camel, tunnel, squirrel, tinsel, travel, towel 
 
The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt -al at the end of words 
Metal, pedal, capital, hospital, animal 
 
The /aɪ/ sound spelt -y at the end of words 
Cry, fly, dry, try, reply, July 
 
Adding -es to nouns and verbs ending in consonant-letter-y 
Flies, tries, replies, copies, babies, carries 
 
Adding -ed, -ing, -er and -est to root words ending in consonant-letter-y 
Copied, copier, happier, happiest, cried, replied but copying, crying, replying 
 
Adding the endings -ing, -ed, - er, - est and -y to words ending in vowel-letter-
consonant- letter-e 
Hiking, hiked, hiker, nicer, nicest, shiny 
 
Adding -ing, -ed, -er, -est and -y to words of one syllable ending in a single 
consonant letter after a single vowel letter 
Patting, patted, humming, hummed, dropping, dropped, sadder, saddest, fatter, fattest, 
runner, runny 
 
The suffixes –ment, -ness, -ful and –less  
Enjoyment, sadness, careful, playful, hopeless, plainness (plain+ness) 
 
Words ending in il  
Pencil, fossil, nostril 
 
Words ending in –tion  
Station, fiction, motion, national, section 
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Autumn Term 2 
 
Focusing on Y2 spelling rules and sounds list including contractions possessive 

apostrophe 

Contractions                                         can’t, didn’t, hasn’t, couldn’t, it’s, 

 
The possessive apostrophe                Megan’s, Ravi’s, the girl’s, the child’s, the 

(singular nouns)                                   man’s 

 

The /ɔ:/ sound spelt a before l            all, ball, call, walk, talk, always 

and ll 

The /ʌ/ sound spelt o)                          other, mother, brother, nothing, Monday 

 
The /i:/ sound spelt -ey                        key, donkey, monkey, chimney, valley 

 
The /ɒ/ sound spelt a after w              want, watch, wander, quantity, squash 

and qu 

 
The /ɜ:/ sound spelt or after w            word, work, worm, world, worth 

 
The /ɔ:/ sound spelt ar after w            war, warm, towards 

 

The /ʒ/ sound spelt s                            television, treasure, usual 

 
The /s/ sound spelt c before e,            race, ice, cell, city, fancy 

 

http://sounds-write.co.uk/sites/soundswrite/uploads/files/3-

high_frequency_words_in_letters_and_sounds.pdf 

• Homophones/near homophones 
There, their, they’re 
here/hear, 
quite/quiet, 
see/sea, 
bare/bear, 
one/won, 
sun/son, 
to/too/two, 
be/bee, 
blue/blew, 
night/knight 

• GPS lessons  Sounds Write – recap 

• Rule 

• Word list word 

• Common words from word list (Y2) 
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door 
floor 
poor 
because 
find 
kind 
mind 
behind 
child, (children) 
wild 
climb 
most 
only 
both  
old 
cold 
gold 
hold 
told 
clothes 
every 
everybody 

even 
great 
break 
steak 
pretty 
beautiful 
after 
fast 
last 
past 
father 
class 
grass 
pass 
plant 
path 
bath  
half 
our 
hour 
move 

prove 
improve 
sure 
sugar 
could 
should 
would 
who 
whole 
any 
many 
yet 
busy 
people 
water 
again 
money 
parents 
Mr. 
Mrs. 
Christmas 

eye 

• Reviewing frequent misconceptions through the year 
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Year 3  

• Recap of Year 2 suffixes – ed, er, est, ing, ness, ful  

•  Recap of additional graphemes taught in Year 2 Sounds Write Extended Code Units 

14-25 

 

Writing - Transcription - Spelling No 1 Prefixes and Suffixes  
Prefixes  
dis-, mis-, in- , anti - 
disappoint, disagree, disobey, misbehave, mislead, misspell (mis + spell), inactive, 
incorrect, illegal, illegible, immature, immortal, impossible, impatient, imperfect, irregular, 
irrelevant, irresponsible, anti-: antiseptic, anti-clockwise, antidote  
 
The suffix-ly 
sadly, completely, usually (usual + ly), finally (final + ly), comically (comical + ly)  
happily, angrily, gently, simply, humbly, nobly, basically, frantically, dramatically  
 
The suffix-ation 
information, adoration, sensation, preparation, admiration  
 
Endings which sound like /ʒən/  
division, invasion, confusion, decision, collision, television  
 
Writing - Transcription - Spelling No 2 Rules and sounds  
Words with the/k/sound spelt ch (Greek in origin) 
Scheme, chorus, chemist, echo, character 
 
The /I/ Sound spelt y elsewhere than at the end of words 
myth, gym, Egypt, pyramid, mystery 
 
The /ʌ/sound spelt ou 
young, touch, double, trouble, country 
 
Words with the /ʃ/ sound spelt ch (mostly French in origin) 
chef, chalet, machine, brochure 
 
Words with the /ei/ sound spelt ei, eigh or ey 
vein, weigh, eight, neighbour, they, obey 
 
Writing - Transcription - Spelling No 3 Homophones 

• ball/bawl 

• brake/break 

• fair/fare 

• grate/great 

• here/hear 

• knot/not 

• mail/male 

• main/mane 

• meat/meet 

• missed/mist 
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• plain/plane 
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Writing - Transcription - Spelling No 4 Word list 
 
accident(ally) 
actual(ly) 
address 
arrive 
breath 
breathe 
build 
complete 
consider 
describe 
different 
difficult 
disappear 
early 
earth 
eight/eighth 
forward(s) 

fruit 
group 
guard 
guide 
heard 
heart 
history 
increase 
important 
knowledge 
learn 
length 
mention 
minute 
often 
perhaps 
possible 

potatoes 
pressure 
probably 
promise 
quarter 
question 
remember 
strange 
suppose 
surprise 
therefore 
though/although 
thought 
through 
woman 
women 
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Year 4 

Writing - Transcription - Spelling No 1 Prefixes and Suffixes  
Prefixes  
re-: redo, refresh, return, reappear, redecorate  
sub-: subdivide, subheading, submarine, submerge  
inter-: interact, intercity, international, interrelated (inter + related) 
super-: supermarket, superman, superstar,  
auto-: automatic, autograph  
 
Adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words of more than one syllable  
forgetting, forgotten,  
beginning, beginner,  
prefer, preferred,  
gardening, gardener,  
limiting, limited, limitation  

The suffix-ous 

poisonous, dangerous, mountainous, famous, various, tremendous, enormous, jealous, 

humorous, glamorous, vigorous, courageous, outrageous, serious, obvious, curious, 

hideous, spontaneous, courteous  

 
Words with endings sounding like  
/ʒə/ or /tʃə/  
measure, treasure, pleasure, enclosure, creature, furniture, picture, nature, adventure  
 
Endings which sound like /ʃən/, spelt  
-tion, -sion, -ssion, -cian  

invention, injection, action, hesitation, completion, expression, discussion, confession, 

permission, admission, expansion, extension, comprehension, tension,  

musician, electrician, magician, politician, mathematician  

 

Writing - Transcription - Spelling No 2 Rules and sounds  
Words ending with the /g/sound spelt gue and the /k/ sound spelt – que (French in origin)  

league, tongue, antique, unique 

 

Words with the /s/ sound spelt sc (Latin in origin) 

science, scene, discipline, fascinate, crescent 

 

Writing - Transcription - Spelling No 3 Homophones 

• accept/except 

• affect/effect 

• berry/bury 

• groan/grown 

• heel/heal/he’ll 

• medal/meddle 

• peace/piece 

• rain/rein/reign 

• scene/seen 



   

18 

 

• weather/whether 

• whose/who’s 

 

Writing - Transcription - Spelling No 4 Word list 
 
answer 
appear 

believe 

bicycle 

business 

calendar 

caught 

centre 

century 

certain 

circle 

continue 

decide 

enough 

exercise 

experience 

experiment 

extreme 

famous 

favourite 

February 

grammar 

height 

imagine 

interest 

island 

library 

material 

medicine 

natural 

naughty 

notice 

occasion(ally) 

opposite 

ordinary 

particular 

peculiar 

popular 

position 

possess(ion) 

purpose 

recent 

regular 

reign 

sentence 

separate 

special 

straight 

strength 

various 

weight 
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Year 5 
 

Writing – Transcription Spelling No1 Suffixes 

Endings which sound like /ʃəs/ spelt -cious or -tious  
vicious, precious, conscious, delicious, malicious, suspicious, ambitious, cautious, 

fictitious, infectious, nutritious 

 

Endings which sound like /ʃəl/  
official, special, artificial, partial, confidential, essential 
 
Words ending in-able and –ible 
adorable (adoration), applicable (application), considerable (consideration), tolerable 
(toleration) 
changeable, noticeable, forcible, legible 
dependable, comfortable, understandable, reasonable, enjoyable, reliable 
possible, horrible, terrible, visible, incredible, sensible 
 
Adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words ending in-fer 
transferred, reference, referee, preference, transference 
 
Writing – Transcription – Spelling No 2 Rules 
Words containing the letter – string ough 
ought, bought, thought, nought, brought, fought, rough, tough, enough, cough, though, 
although, dough, through, thorough, borough, plough 
 
Spell some words with silent letters 

doubt, island, lamb, solemn, thistle, knight 

 

Writing – Transcription – Spelling No 3 Homophones 

• aisle: a gangway between seats (in a church, train, plane) or isle: an island 

• aloud: out loud allowed or permitted 

• altar: a table-like piece of furniture in a church or alter: to change 

• bridal: to do with a bride at a wedding or bridle: reins etc. for controlling a horse 

• cereal: made from grain (e.g. breakfast cereal) or serial: adjective from the noun 

series – a succession of things one after another 

• desert: as a noun – a barren place (stress on first syllable); as a verb – to abandon 

(stress on second syllable) as a sweet course after the main course 

• draft: noun – a first attempt as writing something; a verb – to make the first 

attempt; also, to draw in someone (e.g. to draft in extra help) or draught: a current 

of air 

• eligible: suitable to be chosen or elected illegible: not legible (i.e. unreadable) 

• guessed: past tense of the verb guess or guest: visitor 

• heard: past tense of the verb hear or herd: a group of animals 

• led: past tense of the verb lead or lead: present tense of that verb, or else the 

metal which is very heavy (as heavy as lead) 

• past: noun or adjective referring to a previous time (e.g. In the past) or a 

preposition or adverb showing place (e.g. he walked past me) 

• passed: past tense of the verb or ‘pass’ (e.g. I passed him in the road) 
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• profit: money that is made in selling things prophet: someone who foretells the 

future 

• steal: take something that does not belong to you or steel: metal 

• wary: cautious or weary: tired 

• who’s: contraction of who is or who has or whose: belonging to someone 

 

Writing – Transcription – Spelling No 4 Word list 

 

accompany 

according 

aggressive 

apparent 

attached 

available 

average 

bargain 

bruise 

category 

committee 

communicate 

community 

conscience 

conscious 

convenience 

definite 

desperate 

develop 

dictionary 

forty 

frequently 

harass 

hindrance 

identity 

immediate(ly) 

lightning 

marvellous 

mischievous 

opportunity 

persuade 

physical 

profession 

programme 

queue 

rhyme 

rhythm 

sacrifice 

shoulder 

sincere(ly) 

soldier 

stomach 

suggest 

symbol 

system 

temperature 

thorough 

vegetable 

 

  



   
 

Year 6 
 

Writing - Transcription - Spelling No1 Suffixes 

Words ending in –ant, -ance/-ance/-ancy-ent, -ence/-ency 

observant, observance (observation), expectance (expectation), hesitant, hesitancy,  

(hesitation), tolerant, tolerance (toleration), substance (substantial), 

innocent, innocence, decent, decency, frequent, frequency, confident, confidence 

(confidential) 

assistant, assistance, obedient, obedience, independent, independence 

Writing – Transcription – Spelling No 2 Rules 
Words with the/i/ sound spelt ei after c 
deceive, conceive, receive, perceive, ceiling 
 
Use of the hyphen 
Co-ordinate, re-enter, co-operate, co-own 
 

Writing – Transcription – Spelling No 3 Homophones 

• advice/advise, device/devise, licence/license, practice/practise, 

prophecy/prophesy 

• affect: usually a verb (e.g. The weather may affect our plans.) or effect: 

usually a noun (e.g. it may have an effect on our plans) 

• ascent: the act of ascending (going up) or assent: to agree/agreement (verb 

and noun) 

• compliment: to make nice remarks about someone (verb) or the remark that is 

made (noun) or complement: related to the word complete – to make 

something complete or more complete 

• descent: the act of descending (going down) or dissent: to 

disagree/disagreement (verb and noun) 

• disinterested: not having a personal stake in the matter or uninterested: not 

interested, bored 

• eliminate: get rid of/exclude or illuminate: light up 

• farther: further or father: a male parent 

• morning: before noon or mourning or grieving for someone who has died 

• precede: go in front of or before or proceed: go on 

• principal: adjective – most important (e.g. principal ballerina) noun – important 

person (e.g. principal of a college) or a principle: basic truth or belief 

• stationary: not moving or stationery: paper, envelopes etc. 
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Writing – Transcription – Spelling No 4 Word list 

 

accommodate 

achieve 

amateur 

ancient 

appreciate 

awkward 

cemetery 

competition 

controversy 

correspond 

criticise (critic+ise) 

curiosity 

determined 

foreign 

government 

guarantee 

individual 

interfere 

interrupt 

language 

leisure 

muscle 

necessary 

neighbour 

nuisance 

occupy 

occur 

parliament  

prejudice 

privilege 

pronunciation 

recognise 

recommend 

relevant 

restaurant 

secretary 

sufficient 

twelfth 

variety 

vehicle 

yacht 
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Appendix 2 

 

 

SPELLING MENU 

1.  ABC Order  

  

Write all of your 
spelling words in 

alphabetical  

(ABC) order.  

2.  Word Parts  

  

Write your words. Then use a 

coloured pencil to divide  

the words into syllables.   

e.g. jump ing  

       cat er pill ar  

3. Other Handed  

  

Write each word 5 times, 

switching the hand you write it 

with each time. Say the word as 

you spell it.   

4. Vowel Spotlight  

  

Write your words using one 
colour for the vowels  

and another colour for the 

consonants.   

(vowels: a, e, i, o, u)  

 5. Use Technology  

  

Type out your spelling words on 
the computer.  

Try to use at least 4 different 

fonts.  

  

  

6. Pyramid Words  

  

s  

s p  

s p e  

s p e l  

s p e l l  

s p e l l i  

s p e l l i n  

s p e l l i n g  

(or make them boat shaped, 

star, smiley face, etc.)   

7.”Ransom” Words  

  

“Write” your words by cutting 
letters out of a  

newspaper or magazine and gluing 

the letters on a piece  

of paper to spell your words.  

  

  

8. Rainbow Words  

  

Write your spelling words 
with coloured pencils.  

Make each letter a 

different colour.  

  

  

9. Scrambled Words  

  

Write your words. Then write 
them again with the letters 

mixed up. Can you unscramble 

them again the next day?  

e.g. watch - cwhta  

  

10. Silly Sentences  

  

Write 3 or more sentences that 

use all your spelling words.  

  

11. Prefixes and Suffixes  

  

Underline the prefixes and 
suffixes in the words you are 
learning. Make sure you  

know what they mean.  

e.g. im portant        

happiness  

12. Word Search  

  

Create your own word 

search with your  

spellings. Show the  

answers to your puzzle in a 

different colour.   
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 13. Flashcards  

  

Make and 
practice 

with  

flashcards.  

Put the word on one side and 

definition (meaning) on the 

other.   

14.  Picture & a Story  

  

Draw a picture defining each 
word.  Write a  

sentence about your picture using 

the word.   

15. Words without Vowels  

  

Write all of your words replacing 
vowels with a line.  

Go back and see if you can fill in 

the vowels.   

e.g. q--st--n = question   

16. Train Words  

  

Write the entire list end-
to-end as one long word. 

Write each new  

word in a different colour.   

e.g. train back stop  

17. Write a Story, Poem or  

Song with Words  

  

Write a story using all your 

spelling words. Underline the 

words you used.  

18. Bubble Letters  

  

Write your 
spelling  

words out in 

bubble 

writing.  

19. Words Within Words  

  

Write each spelling word and 
then write at least 2  

words made from that word.  

e.g. catch -  cat, hat  

20. Picture words  

  

Draw a picture and hide your 

spelling words in the picture.  
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SPELLING MENU 

21. Question/Answers  

  

Write 
questions 
with half of 

your  

spelling  

words.  

Then use the other half to 
answer the questions.  

Underline the words you used.   

22. Riddles   

  

Write a riddle for each of your 
words. Don’t forget to answer 

them.   

e.g. I am 

grey. I  

have a  

trunk and 

big ears.   

Answer: elephant.  

23. Crossword Puzzle  

  

Make a crossword puzzle with 
your spelling . Show the answers 

to your puzzle.  

  

  

24. Rhyming Words  

  

Write your spelling words out 

with a rhyming word  

next to them. Remember  

that words do not need to 
have the same spelling 

pattern to rhyme.  

e.g. men and again  

25. Homophones  

  

Can you find any homophones 
which go  

with your spelling words? 

What do they mean?  

e.g. wear and where,  to, 

too and two  

their, there and they’re  

26. Writing Race  

  

Set a timer for 2 minutes.  

See how many times you can 
write each word  

perfectly during that time.  

  

27. Code Words  

  

Come up with a code for each 
letter of the alphabet  

and then write each word in 

code.  
e.g. a =  b = ♦ c =♠   

28 Word Classes  

  

Sort your spelling words into 
word classes - nouns, verbs, 

adjectives etc.   

Be careful - some words can 

be used in more than one 

category e.g. swimming.  

29. Synonyms  

  

Find at least 2 

synonyms for  

each of your 

spelling words.  

30. Antonyms  

  

Find an antonym (opposite) for 

each of your spelling words.   

  

  

31.  Joker  

  

Write jokes containing each of 

your spelling words.  

  

32. Backwards Words  

  

Write your spelling words 

forwards and then  

backwards. Remember to 

write neatly!  
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33. X Words  

  

Write 2 words with one letter 
in common so that  

they cross over each other.  

e.g. b        
r  

  c h e e s e       

a       d  

  

34. Acrostic Poem  

  

Write an acrostic poem for your 
spelling words. See if you can 

stick to a theme when writing.  

e.g. sun  

  

Sun shines brightly  

Up in the sky  

Nice and warm on my face  

  

  

35.  Scrabble  

  

In a game of Scrabble, each letter is worth a certain number of 

points. Write your words and then add the  

total of the letters. Which of your spelling words has the highest 

total value?  

  

  

  

 

 

 


