
1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Years Policy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Part of Impact Multi Academy Trust. Registered Office: Langley Park School for Girls, Hawksbrook Lane, South Eden Park Road, 

Beckenham, Kent BR3 3BE. A company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales with number 07697400. 

Date Policy Written September 2021 

Policy Approved By        

Chair of Governors 

 

Date Next Review Due September 2023 



2 
 

 

 

Aims  

At Clare House we aim to provide the highest quality care and education for all 

our Reception children and to give them a strong foundation for their future 

learning.  We aim to create a safe and happy environment with motivating and 

enjoyable learning experiences that enable children to become confident and 

independent learners.  We value each individual child and work alongside 

parents/carers to meet their needs and help every child to flourish. 

The Legal Framework for this policy 

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (2021) 

Learning and Development Requirements of the Childcare Act 2006 Section 39 

(1)(a) 

Safeguarding and Welfare Requirements of the Childcare Act 2006 Section 39 

(1)(b) 

Principles 

We adhere to the Statutory Framework for the EYFS (2021) and the four guiding 

principles that shape practice within Early Years settings: 

• every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, 

           capable, confident and self-assured 

• children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships 

• children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and 

          support from adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs      

          and help them to build their learning over time.  

• Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and 

parents and/or carers. (See “the characteristics of effective teaching and 

learning” at paragraph 1.15) 

• importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at 

          different rates. The framework covers the education and care of all            

          children in early years provision, including children with special educational                

          needs and disabilities (SEND).  

 

At Clare House Foundation Stage we aim to support all children to be independent, 

creative learners who are willing to ‘have a go’ at new learning and can persevere 

when encountering challenges or difficulties.  These key terms are used with the 
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children and in the planning and provision of the learning environment in the 

Foundation Stage. 

Principles into Practise 

In each Foundation stage class, the children are introduced to the 

Characteristics of Effective Learning in an age related way, to support their 

understanding of what ‘effective’, purposeful learning looks like and to know the 

key behaviours that will contribute to this.   

The Characteristics of Effective Learning Animals help to introduce the key 

terms; exploring, creative, persevering.  The children are encouraged to recognise 

how these behaviours will contribute to their learning.  They are also encouraged 

to ‘have a go’ at new learning; choose their own ways to do things, show what they 

know and make links between new and prior learning.  The Characteristic of 

Effective Learning Animals are used to introduce and reinforce these terms daily 

through observations of the children and feedback on how they are approaching 

tasks.  Children are encouraged to take pride in their learning and to reflect and 

recognise when they are learning in these different ways.   

Creative 

Children’s play is acknowledged and seen as valuable in their learning.  

Opportunities for play can be specifically planned for to ensure that it is 

stimulating and challenging for children’s body and mind.  In planning, we also 

provide a range of open ended resources that enable the children to use their 

own imaginations and inspiration in their learning.  Wooden blocks, role play space, 

the sand pit, the mud pit, reclaimed material modelling all enable the children to 

follow their own creative ideas and explore a range of ways of working.  Art 

resources are set up where children have access to different media that they can 

use creatively.  The proper use of tools and equipment is introduced in a 

developmentally appropriate way; such as scissors, pencils, paintbrushes are 

specifically taught to ensure that unsafe or incorrect use does not become habits 

that inhibit development in later learning.   

‘Have a go’ and persevere 

Children are introduced to the concept of resilience and persevering early in their 

foundation learning.  Early years’ practitioners use feedback and praise as an 

opportunity to acknowledge effort and determination shown by children rather 
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than focus on the final outcome.  Children are encouraged to take risks in their 

learning and any mistakes are celebrated as an opportunity for new knowledge or 

skills to be gained.  Children themselves are encouraged to reflect on the results 

of their effort and determination in learning, through conferencing with an adult 

as they look back through their learning journals and writing books.     

Exploring 

Children access the inside and outside area as they choose to and they are 

supported and encouraged to access all areas of the learning environment.  

Teacher led activities are planned and built into the daily routines; this includes 

small group work as well as whole class inputs.   

Independent Learning 

We provide children with a range of resources to enable them to take control of 

their learning.  We provide a balanced play-based curriculum through topics, 

based on the EYFS, across all seven areas of learning.  Adult led inputs in Maths, 

English and Phonics learning set high expectations for learning and provide a 

stimulus for the children’s independent learning time.  Environments are set up to 

enable children to access resources that they need to facilitate their learning 

and to take responsibility for looking after property.  Adults use observations of 

children as an opportunity to see where children are at and when appropriate to 

step in, question, stretch and challenge them further to extend their learning.  

Children are encouraged to reflect on what they have achieved and whether it 

was what they intended to do. 

The environment is set up to enable children to select resources that they need 

to learn as well as to decide where they will be learning during different times of 

the day.  Aside from adult led small group work, children learn independently and 

have access to inside and outside provision.  The experiences that are planned for 

in the inside and outside classrooms will reflect ongoing topic work alongside 

interests of the children that have arisen from observations.  Early year’s 

practitioners observe and work with children during these independent learning 

to support and extend the children’s ideas and interests.   

Foundation Stage Curriculum 
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We take into account children’s needs, interests and stages of development when 

planning to enable the children to achieve and exceed the Early Learning Goals.  

Three areas of learning are particularly important for igniting children’s curiosity 

and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form 

relationships, and thrive: 

These three prime areas are: 

Communication and Language Development is formed by children’s back and 

forth interactions with adults and peers in a rich language environment.  Children 

develop their confidence and skills by sharing their ideas with support and 

modelling from their teacher, with sensitive questioning that invites them to 

elaborate.  Children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and 

language structure, through engagement in conversation, story-telling and role 

play.  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) involves supporting children 

to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, 

have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and 

direct attention as necessary.  Strong, warm and supportive relationships with 

adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of 

others, how to make good friendships, cooperate and resolve conflicts peacefully.  

Through guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy 

eating and manage personal needs independently.    

Physical Development is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them 

to pursue happy, healthy and active lives.  Gross and fine motor experiences both 

indoors and outdoors support children to develop their core strength, stability, 

balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility.  Gross motor skills provide 

the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being.  

Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination which is later 

linked to early literacy.    

Children are also supported through the four specific areas, through which the 

three prime areas are strengthened and applied. These are: 

Literacy is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Children are 

given access to a wide range of reading materials to ignite their interest.  Reading 
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consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading.  Language 

comprehension develops when adults talk with children about the world around 

them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them and enjoy 

rhymes, poems and songs together.  Skilled word reading, taught later, involves 

the skills of decoding (working out unfamiliar words) and recognising familiar 

printed words.  Writing develops as children become confident with the 

relationship between the sounds that they hear in words and the letters needed 

to represent them.    

Mathematics involves developing a deep understanding of numbers to 10, including 

the composition of each number, 1 more and 1 less and pairs of number up to 10 

(number bonds).  It builds on the skills of seeing smaller numbers within larger 

amounts (subitising).   Recognising, exploring and representing numerical patterns 

of the number system is important, including even and odd numbers, double facts.  

Children have experience of exploring shape, copying and creating repeating 

patterns and practically comparing length, weight and capacity.  Children are 

encouraged to recognise the importance of maths in everyday life.  

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of the natural 

world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe, find out 

about people, places, and the environment both now and in the past.  It includes 

observing the environment around them and changes to this, and learning about 

different places through stories, nonfiction texts and maps (if appropriate).    

Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to safely use, explore and 

play with a wide range of media and materials. They are encouraged to plan and 

share their own creations, talking about the processes that they have used and 

adaptations that were needed. Opportunities are provided to enable the children 

to share their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, 

music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology.   

Children have small group and whole class teaching times, which increase as they 

progress through Reception. There are times for daily phonics sessions, using 

‘Sounds Write’, and daily Mathematics and Literacy sessions, which include 1:1 

reading sessions and writing. 

As a team, we write long and medium term plans using the EYFS curriculum, based 

on a series of topics, each of which offers experiences in all seven areas of 
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learning.  We plan a balance between children having time and space to engage in 

their own child-initiated activities and those which are planned by the adults.  We 

also take account of the children’s current interests in planning and support and 

extend these where possible.  When planning, the Early Years Team incorporate 

the three characteristics of effective learning and children are supported to be 

aware of them through the Characteristics of Effective Learning (ECoL) Animals: 

•   playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have  

a go’.  These concepts are reinforced with the children by relating their 

behaviours to the ‘Go for it Gorilla’, the ‘Exploring Elephant’ and the ‘I know Rhino’. 

•   active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter 

difficulties, and they enjoy achievements.  These are related to the 

‘Concentrating Crocodile’, the ‘Persevering Parrot’ and the ‘Proud Peacock’. 

•   creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, 

make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.  For the 

children these are linked to the ‘Creative Chameleon’, the ‘Slinky Linky Snake’ and 

the ‘Choosing Chimp’. 

Through the use of the ECoL animals children are introduced to, and encouraged 

to use, vocabulary that supports their understanding of effective learning and 

they are also then able to recognise when they show these traits.   

Observation and assessment 

As part of our daily practice, we observe and assess children’s development and 

learning in order to inform our future plans and to form an ongoing assessment of 

each child’s progress.  We record our observations using the EvidenceMe 

application on the iPads and we also include annotated work directly from the 

children too.  All adults including parents/carers and volunteers are encouraged 

to contribute to the children’s learning books through Celebration of Learning 

days (once termly). In class, we use our ‘WOW Work Walls’ as a means of 

encouraging the children to take pride in their learning as they choose particular 

pieces that they would like to display.  They are encouraged to explain why they 

have chosen that particular piece of work.  We also have ‘WOW’ slips that are 

sent home so that parents/carers and carers can send in children’s achievements 

from home which are then displayed and later stored in the children’s Best Books.   

 

In the final term of the year the EYFS Profile is completed for each child.  The 

Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP) is the national assessment scheme 
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for the foundation stage. It is designed to help teachers/practitioners record 

observations throughout the year and summarise children's achievements at the 

end of the Foundation Stage. The EYFSP covers each of the seven areas of 

learning in the foundation stage curriculum. 

 

The children are expected to reach a ‘good level of development’. They will be 

defined as having reached a ‘good level of development’ at the end of the EYFS if 

they achieve at least the expected level in: 

The early learning goals in the prime areas of learning 

• Personal, social and emotional development 

• Physical development 

• Communication and language 

The early learning goals in the specific areas of 

• Mathematics 

• Literacy 

The prime areas of learning are considered essential for children’s healthy 

development. The Government also believes that a good foundation in 

Mathematics and Literacy is crucial for later success, particularly in terms of 

children’s readiness for 

school. The EYFS is designed to encourage schools to strengthen children’s 

knowledge and understanding in these important areas. 

 

EYFS judgement  

Children will be assessed throughout the year and their EYFS Profile will indicate 

whether children are meeting expected levels of development, or if they are not 

yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’). 

 

The Profile provides parents/carers and carers, practitioners and teachers with 

a well-rounded picture of a child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities, their 

progress against expected levels, and their readiness for Year 1. The Profile 

reflects: on-going observation; all relevant records held by the school; discussions 

with parents/carers and carers, and any other adults whom the teacher, parent 

or carer judges can offer a useful contribution. 

 

Safety 

It is important to us that all children in the school are safe.  We ensure that the 

physical environment is safe and secure through regular risk assessments. We aim 

to educate children on boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand 

why they exist. We provide children with choices to help them develop this 
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important life skill. Children should be allowed to take risks, but need to be taught 

how to recognise and avoid hazards.  

Welfare 

At Clare House we understand that we are legally required to comply with certain 

welfare requirements as stated in the Statutory Framework for the EYFS (2021). 

We ensure that we:  

• promote the welfare of children; 

• promote good health, preventing the spread of infection and taking 

appropriate action when children are ill; 

• manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s 

stage of development and individual needs (See CHPS Behaviour Policy);  

• ensure all adults who look after the children or who have unsupervised 

access to them are suitable to do so; 

• ensure that the premises, furniture and equipment is safe and suitable 

for purpose; 

• ensure that every child receives enjoyable and challenging learning and 

development experiences tailored to meet their needs; 

• maintain records, policies and procedures required for safe efficient 

management of the setting and to meet the needs of the children. 

• Staff regularly take photos as a way of recording children’s progress, 

cameras and iPads used are the property of Clare House, not personal 

items.  

 

The EYFS Safeguarding and Welfare requirements are met through the 

school’s Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy and Procedures 

Working with Parents/Carers 

We strive to create and maintain strong partnerships with parents/carers from 

the earliest stage as we recognise that it is the most effective way of supporting 

their child’s learning.  We welcome and actively encourage parents/carers to 

participate confidently in their child’s education and care in a number of ways, 

such as volunteering in class and on trips, providing them with weekly information 

about the curriculum, asking them for information about their child’s 

achievements at home, participating in parents’/carers’ evenings, and through our 

open door policy. We have Celebration of Learning days in which parents/carers 

can visit the classrooms and look through their child’s learning journals and books 
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with their child.  We actively encourage parents/carers to leave comments in the 

journals and books using post it notes or feedback forms.  We also have a contact 

book which is checked daily so that parents/carers can communicate with us, and 

us with them, if they do not bring their child to school. 

Transitions 

Transitions are carefully planned for and time is given to ensure continuity of 

learning.  Before children start school, teachers visit their nurseries (or home) 

to talk with their current teachers / parents / carers to find out more about the 

children and if there are any specific needs.  On the ‘Stay and Play’ in July, the 

new intake come to meet their teacher and peers, and have the opportunity to 

explore their new classrooms.  Their Year 5 buddies write them a letter to 

introduce themselves and welcome the children to the school.  The new reception 

children then meet these buddies during their first few weeks in school and their 

buddies can offer support, particularly at lunchtimes, during this settling in 

period.   

At the start of the Autumn Term, parents/carers are given an information pack 

about starting school and have a 10 minute meeting with their child’s new teacher.  

They are also encouraged to attend a Reading at Clare House presentation at the 

start of the Autumn term. 

To support the children to settle into the new school routine, they do not attend 

assemblies for the first term.  The introduction to assemblies is then staggered 

to meet the needs of the cohort.  Reception children may participate in playtimes 

during Summer Term 2, to help support the transition to Year 1. 

At the end of the Reception year, Year 1 and Reception teachers will meet to 

discuss each child’s development against the Early Learning goals in order to 

support a smooth transition to Year 1.  This discussion helps the Year 1 teachers 

to plan an effective, responsive and appropriate curriculum that will meet the 

needs of all children. 

All Clare House Policies and Procedures documents relate to the EYFS. 

 

 


