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ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (EAL) POLICY 

INTRODUCTION  

As a school, we recognise that EAL Status is dependent on which language was learned 

first by a child.  

In our school the teaching and learning, achievements, attitudes and well-being of all 

our children are valued. We encourage and support all our children to achieve the 

highest possible standards. We do this through taking account of each child’s life 

experiences and needs.  

Children who are learning English as an additional language have skills and knowledge 

about language similar to monolingual English-speaking children.  

As a school, we recognise and understand the difference between communication skills 

and language proficiency for all children. For example, a child’s ability to participate in 

the full curriculum may be in advance of their ability to communicate in English. 

Early English skills are developed through the use of careful assessments carried out 

using diagnostic observational tools. These allow the school to closely monitor individual 

children’s skills and knowledge in the following areas: 

• Language Acquisition 

• Social Interaction 

• Basic Subject skills – reading, writing and maths 

An EYFS child with EAL will be assessed within the first half term of entering school. 

Children with EAL who join the school in year will be assessed at the earliest 

reasonable opportunity. 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES  

The National Curriculum secures entitlement for all children to a number of areas of 

learning and gives them the opportunity to develop the knowledge, understanding, skills 

and attitudes that are necessary for their self-fulfilment and development as 

responsible citizens.  

The aim of this policy is to help ensure that we meet the full range of needs of those 

children who are learning English as an additional language. This is in line with the 

requirements of the Equality Act 2010.  

Staff at Clare House follow the guidelines issued by the DfE for the Autumn Census. 

This policy links directly into Clare House’s Mission Statement which is to provide an 

outstanding education for every child who attends Clare House Primary School. 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING STYLE  

In our school teachers take action to help children who are learning English as an 

additional language in the following ways:  

• developing their spoken, understanding and written English by:  

• ensuring that vocabulary work covers the technical as well as the everyday 

meaning of key words, metaphors and idioms 

• explaining how speaking and writing in English are structured for different 

purposes across a range of subjects 

• providing a range of reading materials that highlight the different ways in which 

English is used 

• ensuring that there are effective opportunities for talking, and that talking is 

used to support writing 

• endeavour to build on children’s experiences of language at home and in the 

wider community, so that their developing uses of English and other languages 

support one another; ensuring access to the curriculum and to assessment by: 

 

o using accessible texts and materials that suit children’s ages and levels 

of learning 

o providing support through ICT, audio visual materials and dictionaries  

We will work with parents, providing interpreters where needed to help develop 

constructive working relationships. Languages and cultural differences are celebrated 

through the school’s IPC curriculum and events like Cultural Celebration Day. 

After initial assessment an individualised programme of support will be planned and 

implemented. Additional visual aids will be produced to aid the learning. In classes 

where the children are ability grouped, the child with EAL will be placed with children 

at the same experience level. 

CURRICULUM ACCESS  

All children in our school follow the curricular requirements of the Early Years 

Foundation Stage and the National Curriculum. Children who learn English as an 

Additional Language require additional support and this is recognised by the school. 

Early intervention and support is put in place to immerse the children in the English 

language. Talk is an important element of our visual support; differentiated tasks; dual 

language resources; pre teaching of key vocabulary. 

In the Foundation Stage we plan opportunities for children to develop their English, and 

we provide support to help them take part in activities as needed.  

The Foundation Stage helps children learning English as an additional language by:  
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• building on children’s experiences of language at home and in the wider 

community, so that their developing uses of English and of other languages 

support one another 

• providing a range of opportunities for children to engage in speaking and 

listening activities in English with peers and adults  

ASSESSMENT  

We closely monitor and track the progress of children who are learning English as an 

Additional Language.  

The SENCO and staff carry out ongoing recording of attainment and progress in line 

with agreed school procedures. 

• Data analysis is carried out to monitor the progress of EAL pupils and 

appropriate support is then allocated 

• The SLT closely monitors EAL pupil’s progress and attainment in line with the 

school’s Assessment policy 

• The statutory assessment arrangements of the National Curriculum allow us to 

make “access arrangements” for children who are learning English as an 

additional language 

• When appropriate contact will be made with the necessary bodies for specific 

guidance – in addition to that give in the “Assessment and Reporting 

Arrangements” documentation 

REVIEWING 

The school will review this policy every three years or sooner if DfE Policy changes, to 

assess its implementation and effectiveness.  The policy will be promoted and 

implemented throughout the school.  

 

Please Note: 

The school is committed to providing equality of opportunity, as such, if felt necessary 

by the Head teacher an Equality Impact Assessment will be carried out on this 

document, to identify and rectify any potential discriminatory impact. The school also 

values and respects the diversity of its employees and the communities it serves. In 

applying this policy, the school will have due regard for the need to: 

 

• Eliminate unlawful discrimination 

 

• Promote equality of opportunity 

 

• Provide for good relations between people of diverse group 
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