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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Question Answer 

What time does the school day start and 
finish? 
 

The gates are open between 8:40and 9:00am. 
EYFS children finish at 3:15pm, with the rest of the school finishing at 3:20pm 

When are the school holidays? We publish the term dates on the website -  School term dates 
Please note that we will confirm the start date for new reception children September 2021 
in the information that successful applicants receive in June 2021. 

Can I take my child on holiday during 
term time? 
 

The short answer is ‘no’. Attending school is a compulsory obligation that parents must 
adhere to and therefore you should avoid taking your child out of school. If you wish to have 
a special case considered then you are required to complete a request for leave of absence 
form available from the school office. 
 

Does the school operate wrap around 
care for children? 
 

The school has wrap around care at the school, operated by Chucklebox. Information 
about prices and availability can be found on their website - Chucklebox After School Club 
 

Can my child cycle / scooter to school? 
 

We actively encourage cycling and scooting to school. The school has onsite storage for 
children to use.  
 

Where can I buy branded school 
uniform from? 
 

School uniform is purchased through Marks and Spencer. The link is: Marks and Spencer 
Uniform 
 

https://www.clarehouseprimaryschool.co.uk/school-term-dates/
http://www.chucklebox.co.uk/ourclubs.html
https://www.mandsyourschooluniform.com/
https://www.mandsyourschooluniform.com/
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What before and after school clubs are 
available? 
 

The school offers a variety of before and after school enrichment activities including 
construction, arts & craft, football, netball, multi-sport, yoga, karate, cooking, chess and 
drama. Information can is available on the school website - After school clubs 
 

What is your music provision in school? 
 

The PTA currently fund an exciting programme of music tuition which includes singing and 
percussion for EYFS and Year 1, djembe drumming for Year 2, recorder for Year 3, Band 
on the Run for Year 4 and singing for Year 5 and Year 6.  We also have a Year 4 band and 
a Year 5 & 6 band.  This is in addition to other curriculum music teaching.  We also host 
several peripatetic music teachers from Bromley Youth Music Trust (BYMT).  These include 
trumpet, trombone, flute, clarinet, saxophone, violin, guitar and piano.  They are extra-
curricular and there is an associated charge. 

How do you teach reading at Clare 
House?  

We use the Sounds Write phonics programme.  Children have daily phonics sessions and 
books will be sent home for them to read with you.  We expect children to read daily and 
share stories at home.  We want them to develop a love of reading.  We also teach whole 
class reading lessons, so children are explicitly taught the skills of reading and 
comprehension.  We hold a reading meeting for Early Years parents early in the Autumn 
term in which they start. 

What languages do you teach? In the KS2 (Year 3 and up) we have weekly French lessons taught by a specialist French 
teacher.  She also runs a DuoLingo club for language enthusiasts.  

What does your IT provision consist of? 
 

We have trolleys of IPads, laptops and netbooks which are shared through the school.  
Each class also has two IPads and laptops. 

Do you do forest school and for which 
year groups? 
 

We currently run Forest School sessions for reception and Year 1 children.   

Do you have Teaching Assistants in 
every class?  

The infant classes, EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 each have a dedicated Teaching Assistant.  
In the junior classes, Years 3 – 6 share a Teaching Assistant across the year group. 

Do you have sports competitions? Yes, we take part in interschool competitions in football, netball, cross country, hockey and 
we even took part in an indoor curling competition last year. 

Is Clare House at feeder school for the 
Langley Park secondary schools? 

No, we are no classified as a feeder school for any secondary schools. 

How do you communicate with parents? 
 

We have contact books for messages to the class teachers.  We also use parentmail for 
communication and Squid for lunch and trip payments.  We write a weekly newsletter about 

https://www.clarehouseprimaryschool.co.uk/after-school-clubs/
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what is happening in school and teachers share an outline of what the children have been 
learning in their year group each week. This and all other key information is uploaded to the 
website. 
 

How can I contact the class teacher? Parents can contact the class teacher via the contact book.  Alternatively a message can 
be emailed to the admin@clarehouse.bromley.sch.uk and it will be forwarded to the correct 
person. 

When will I meet my child’s class 
teacher? 

When your children are at the stay and play session, you will be invited into the school and 
the teachers will come and introduce themselves. 
There will be a meeting in July 2021 to explain expectations of Clare House which will be 
led by the EYFS teachers.   In the first week of September, parents will be invited to attend 
a 10 minute meeting with your child’s class teacher so that you can talk in detail about your 
child’s likes and dislikes. 
 

I will I know how my child is getting on 
at school? 

We hold parent teacher meetings in October and February so that you can discuss how 
your child is getting on in school.  Your child’s books will be available for you to see. You 
will also receive two written reports, in February and July, which will inform you about your 
child’s progress. We also have open classroom sessions twice a year where we encourage 
your child to talk to you about their learning. 
 

Can the school support my child who 
doesn’t speak any English? 
 

We will provide support for your child through adapted resources and differentiated lessons.   

My child has additional needs, are the 
school able to provide support? 

Clare House Primary School is an inclusive school and offers a range of provision to 
support children with communication and interaction, cognition and learning difficulties, 
social, mental and emotional health problems or sensory or physical needs, as well as the 
most able children. The range of support deployed will be tailored to individual need 
following thorough assessment by internal or external agencies, as appropriate. It is 
designed to promote pupils working towards becoming independent and resilient learners 
and should not be seen in isolation.  If your child has additional needs, I would urge you to 
contact Mrs Cleaves, Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO), to discuss their 
specific needs.  

mailto:admin@clarehouse.bromley.sch.uk
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What school lunch options are 
available? 
 

School meals are provided by Independent Catering, information including a half termly 
menu can be found on our website - https://www.clarehouseprimaryschool.co.uk/school-
meals/  
There are usually four choices each day, main meal, vegetarian option, pasta and jacket 
potato.  There is a self-service salad bar and a choice of desserts. 

How much does the lunch cost? School meals currently cost £2.30 per meal, however children from Reception to Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal, through the universal infant free school meal scheme 
(UIFSM). 
 

Can children bring in a packed lunch? We encourage children to bring a healthy lunch to school which could include items such as 
fruit, vegetables, pasta or rice, salads or yoghurts. We have a strict no nut policy due to 
children having nut allergies in school. 
 

Can children bring in snacks for 
playtimes? 

Children from Reception to Year 2 receive a healthy fruit or vegetable snack each day from 
the Government Fruit and Veg Scheme. Children in KS2 are encouraged to bring in a fruit 
or vegetable snack from home. 
 

My child has a dietary requirement, is 
the school able to accommodate it? 
 

The school is able to cater for all dietary requirements, both medical and cultural. 
Information is shared with the catering staff and children wear an orange wristband at 
lunchtime for visible identification. 
 

How do I claim free school meals for my 
child if I am on a low income? 
 

If you are on a low income, free school meals should be claimed through Bromley Council. 
We recommend that all eligible families claim the support as it also provides additional 
funding for your child in school even if they have universal infant free school meals.  The 
school receives the additional funding as Ever 6 Pupil Premium which is used to provide 
additional support for children from low income families, including specialist teaching and 
subsidised school trips. 
 

 

https://www.clarehouseprimaryschool.co.uk/school-meals/
https://www.clarehouseprimaryschool.co.uk/school-meals/

