
Year 5 Summer Term Newsletter 2022 

Welcome back to the new term!  We hope you had a restful break and are 

looking forward to the busy and exciting term we have ahead of us.  

Dates for Your Diary 
Y5 Residential Trip- Wednesday 27th – Friday 29th April 2022 
Bank Holiday- Monday 2nd May 2022 
Half Term- Friday 27th May- Friday 3rd June 2022 
INSET Day- Monday 6th June 2022 
Freshwater Theatre - Mayan Civilisation Workshop- Monday 13th June 2022 
Class Photos – Wednesday 15th June 2022 
Y5 Flying Colours Pottery Workshop- Monday 4th July 2022 
School Breaks up for Summer- 22nd July 2022 
 

 

IPC (International Primary Curriculum) – Our first topic this term is 

‘Bake It!’  As scientists, the children will be investigating how to make bread.  

We will look at the behaviour of molecules in different materials (solids, liquids 

and gases). We will also focus on understanding and explaining reversible and 

irreversible changes using scientific vocabulary.  The children will conduct a 

range of investigations, posing scientific questions and explaining and justifying 

predictions, findings and conclusions.  

Our second topic this term will be AD 900.  During this unit, the children will be 
studying Britain’s settlement by Anglo- Saxons and Scots after the withdrawal 
of the Roman empire in AD 410. We will also be learning about the Viking and 
Anglo Saxons struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the 
Confessor. We will be identifying the key resistance of Alfred the Great and 
also the raids and invasions by the Vikings. Towards the end of the term, we 
will be learning about the Maya civilization of AD 900, the activities in this topic 
will provide opportunities for the children to compare the cultures and 
achievements of the Mayan with Britain in AD 900. In addition, we will be 
exploring the reasons behind their rise and dominance, and their eventual 
decline. 

Mathematics – In mathematics this term, we will be continuing with our 

decimals unit, focusing on adding and subtracting decimals, exploring 
sequences involving decimals and multiplying and dividing decimals by 10, 100 



and 1000.  Towards the end of the term, we will be beginning our properties of 
shape unit, focusing on measuring angles, using a protractor and drawing lines 
and angles accurately.  After half term, we will be focusing on position and 
direction and measures (volume and converting units of measure).   
 

English – As writers, we will be focusing on a variety of genres such as 

stories, letter writing, descriptive writing and recounts using our whole class 

text ‘The London Eye Mystery’ by Siobhan Dowd as inspiration for our work. A 

weekly grammar and punctuation focus will continue to be applied to our 

writing throughout the term and will include skills such as complex sentences 

with relative clauses, cohesion between paragraphs, sentences with modal 

verbs and using parenthesis.  Our whole class text will also be a focus for our 

reading sessions as well as to teach key reading skills.  Our spelling words will 

be linked to our topic work and will incorporate statutory words and spelling 

patterns from the National Curriculum.   

Religious Education – In RE this term, we will be learning about the 

Christian, Jewish and Muslim beliefs of a soul and compare these to the 

Atman, karma and reincarnation in Hinduism whilst making links with 

Buddhists understanding of Annica.  This will encourage the children to 

consider the implications of these beliefs on the values of equality and the 

impact this has on how we live and treat each other in society.   

Time for Talk – The children will continue to take part in ‘Time for Talk’ 

sessions where they will have the opportunity to discuss social issues, 

philosophical questions and debate a range of topics.  The children will lead 

these sessions with the adult as the facilitator.  Time for Talk will help to 

develop thinking skills and opinions. 

Computing – In computing, we will be using physical computing to explore 

the concept of selection in programming through the use of the Crumble 
programming environment. The children will be introduced to a 
microcontroller (Crumble controller) and learn how to connect and program 
components (including output devices- LEDs and motors) through the 
application of their existing programming knowledge. They will be exploring 
conditions as a means of controlling the flow of actions and make use of their 



knowledge of repetition and conditions when introduced to the concept of 
selection.  

P.E. – Year 5 will continue to have PE sessions on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Please ensure that the children have their PE kits in school on these days.  This 

term they will be focusing on athletics and cricket. 

French – In French, as linguists, we will be moving on from expressing our 

opinions to justifying them, in our Sports topic.  After half term, we are going 
to research the French Revolution, which will involve a creative activity, and 
we are going to re-visit our Francophonie project. 
 

Homework – Please continue to support your children at home with their 

reading, spellings and times tables (TT Rock Stars). Children are expected to 

read for at least 20 minutes each day. It would be beneficial to spend some 

time talking to your child about the book to check their comprehension and to 

discuss their general thoughts about what they are reading. Other homework 

in Year 5 will continue to include: talk homework, researching topics or 

reinforcing concepts learnt in lessons. Children are expected to practise their 

weekly spellings in their Spelling Journals and should have these in school 

every Friday to complete their tests and enable us to monitor their progress.  

We encourage the children to use a range of different spelling strategies from 

the Spelling Menu.  We will also send home weekly mental arithmetic tests 

that the children have completed in class.  Please spend some time looking 

through these with your child each week.   

Pencil Cases- Please replenish your child’s pencil case with the following, 

all labelled if possible: 

• 2 fibre-tip writing pens - black or blue 
• 2 HB pencils  
• eraser  
• canister pencil sharpener  
• glue stick  
• highlighter pen  
• small selection of colouring pencils 
• small (15cm) ruler  
 



Please feel free to write a message in your child’s contact book if you have any 

queries or concerns.  We are really looking forward to an exciting term ahead.   

 

Miss Lay & Miss Dale  
 
 
 


