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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Happy New Year to you all, we hope you all had a relaxing holiday. Thank you for your wonderful cards and gifts, 

they were very much appreciated. We are looking forward to an exciting and very busy spring term - welcome 

back!  

This term our topic will be The Magic Toymaker where the children will be finding 

out about toys and games from the past, how to decide if a toy is new or old, how 

to create our own toy museum and how we can learn about the past in different 

ways. Our Science will focus on how to sort toys based on what they are made 

from, which materials can be bent, squashed, twisted or stretched and which 

materials are best for making a waterproof outfit for Traction Man.  We will also investigate how things move 

using pushes and pulls. In Technology, we’ll be finding out about ‘magic’ toys that fool our eyes, creating our own 

zoetrope and thaumatropes. The children will also learn how to design and create their own board game. In 

English, we will develop our skills using Traction Man by Mini Grey, reading and writing instructions as well as 

some poetry. 

Next term our topic will be ‘Buildings’. In Geography, we’ll be finding out 

about different houses, homes and other buildings around the world and 

how to use maps and atlases to locate the different countries these 

buildings are in. In History, we’ll be finding out how buildings were made in the past and how buildings have been  

used in the past. In Science, we will build on our knowledge about materials as we explore materials used in 

structures and we will explore how to test the strength of different structures.  We will use 

this knowledge in Technology to plan and make models of houses from past or present. In 

English, we will develop our reading and writing skills through Fairy Tale stories such as the 

Three Little Pigs.   

 

Reading 

 

A reminder that in Year 1 children are changing their own reading book twice a week 

(Tuesday and Thursday), with the supervision of an adult. Their progress is closely 

monitored and teachers will continue to read with your child each week. Thank you for 

reading with your child and for your comments on how they are getting on with their 

books. 

 

We do ask that you read with your child daily for up to 20 minutes and record what they have read in their 

Reading Records. Children may read aloud to an adult, tackling any unknown words by carefully sounding out and 

then blending the sound together. Your child may also read independently and then answer questions with you 

about what they have read to show their understanding. 



 

Please continue to share a range of books with your children, talking about the stories and asking questions to 

help develop their comprehension skills.  

 

In class, we constantly work on developing the children’s reading skills through daily Phonics, individual reading, 

DERIC and the reading of questions and information in all lessons. 

 

Reminders 

All KS1 children should have a Clare House school bookbag in school each day, they are kept in table group 

boxes and other bags do not fit.  Identifying trinkets should be kept to a minimum (no more than two), again so 

the bookbags fit in the box.  If your child has other things to bring into school and you feel they need a 

rucksack this will be kept on their pegs in the school day but cannot replace the bookbag. 

Please make sure your child brings a coat to school each day as well as a hat, scarf and gloves to keep them 

warm through the cold weather. These should all be labelled with your child’s name.  

At Clare House we are a nut free school – if your child is packed lunch or if your child is brining in their own 

fruit snack, then please can you ensure that they do not contain any nuts.  

Please get in touch if you have any questions or concerns.  You can send a message via your child in the contact 

book; please leave it open in the book bag or inside the reading record to show that there is a message.  You can 

also talk to us at the end of the day.   

 

Thank you for your ongoing support, 

Miss Townsend and Mrs Shivers 

      

Dates for your diary 

 


