
Medium Term Topic Plan Year 3 Active Planet 

 

Exit Point 

The children will create a museum-style exhibi-
tion on volcanoes and earthquakes and share 
what they have learnt.  

Entry Point 

The children are going to witness a real 
life volcanic eruption and then become TV 
news reporters, reporting on the disas-
ter. 

The children will practise and perform      
announcements for the television, telling 
people what to do and how to keep safe.  

As Geographers we will be finding out: 

• About how the Earth is formed 

• What a volcano is and where they are in the world using 

an atlas  

• What causes an earthquake 

• How earthquakes can be measured 

• The effect of volcanoes and tsunamis on particular lo-

calities. 

As Scientists we will be finding out: 

• About solids, liquids and gases in volcanoes 

• What happens when a volcano erupts 

• What happens when rock melts 

• How volcanoes can give off poisonous gas. 

International Mindedness  

We will find out about : 

• International organisations that work 

after natural disasters 

• The knock-on effects of earthquakes 

and volcanic activity. 

As Historians we will find out: 

• About the devastation of Pompeii. 

As Artists we will be finding out: 

• About hot and cold colours 

• About using different materials and techniques to 

represent a volcano blow painting. 

Personal Goals 

• Communication 

• Co-operation 

• Enquiry 

• Resilience 

• Respect 

• Thoughtful-
ness 

As Writers we will be: 

• Writing a report about volcanoes 

• Writing from the point of view of a Pompeii survivor 

• Presenting information about volcanoes and earthquakes. 

As Designers we will find out: 

• What makes buildings strong and design 

an earthquake proof building  

• Create a volcanic eruption. 

ACTIVE PLANET 
(11 WEEKS) 

PSHE: 

• The value of rules and laws; rights, freedoms and re-
sponsibilities  

• How the internet is used; assessing information online  

• Different jobs and skills; job stereotypes; set-
ting personal goals . In Computing we will be: 

• Learning how to create an Excel spreadsheet in 
order to sort and compare data  

• Presenting this data in a PowerPoint presentation 

• Researching a particular volcano using the Inter-
net. 

In our RE lessons we will find out: 

• How believers might show their com-
mitment to God 

• Whether anywhere can be sacred 

• Where Muslims  can pray 

• Why believers might worship at home. 


